Love
Fourth Sunday in Advent

December 20, 2020

Online Worship
Prelude
		

December 20, 2020

A Christmas Medley
arr. Purifoy
Bill Robinson, Violin and Martha Robinson, Piano

Welcome to Worshipers		
Carol

Rev. Josh Beeler

O Come, All Ye Faithful

Lighting of the Advent Wreath - Love

Cheyenne Duffy

With great longing and expectation,
We wait for coming celebration of the birth of Jesus,
Our Savior who incarnated the ultimate love of God.
As the Beloved Body of Christ,
We, too, embody the love of God.
We are motivated by love of God to respond to God’s call.
Let us worship our God,
With hope, peace, joy, and love!
Scripture Reading

Luke 1:47-55

Carol
		

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
(verse 4)

Carol

The First Noel

Scripture Reading

Luke 1: 27-38

Solo

In the Bleak Midwinter

Message

Hopeful: Favor

Bob Robinson
Rev. Josh Beeler

Ministry Moment
Solo

O Holy Night

Shannon Stuck

Postlude

We encourage you to continue giving either online or by mail.
Financial Report for week ending December 6, 2020
		
Required
Received
Last Year
12/13/2020
$27,346.15
$25,005.02
$26,239.48
YTD
$300,807.65
$280,839.63
$276,588.83
BUILDING ON A STRONG FOUNDATION
Received in December to date
Loan balance as of December 7

$109,269.00
$0.00

CHRISTMAS MISSIONS OFFERING to date

$10,406.28

Family Info
IN THE HOSPITAL
Katherine Wright - Tennova North
SYMPATHY TO
The family of Laura Martin

THANK YOU
A thank-you card was received
from the Darby family

Upcoming Events
Advent Night tonight!
Sanctuary is open 5-7pm
5pm - David Flick
5:45pm - Dora Love
Christmas Eve Service
December 24 • 6pm in the Prayer Garden
Church Office
will be closed December 24 - January 1

Joy. Hope. Peace. These are the more common themes of Christmas,
aren’t they? Which is why we save God’s core identity until the very last
Advent candle to dwell with — LOVE. All of the events of Christmas are
a declaration of God’s love for us. God takes on flesh to show us how
to live a life fully led by love. Mary carries the Son of God despite the
burden, hardship, and exclusion she faces because of it. Christ himself
would later embrace love for all of us with his very last breath. Born this
day is God in flesh — come to show us the lengths of God’s love.  May
we never forget this truth!
Dwell with these passages on God’s love, or the love that God desires
from us. Let them wash over you. If one takes on special meaning during this time, sit with it. Read it a couple of times. Voice a prayer to God
about how you might let this passage shape some portion of your life.
May the promises and callings of God’s scripture guide you during this time.
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.”
- John 3:16
“Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant
or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful;
it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never
ends.”
- 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a
“Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together
in perfect harmony.”
- Colossians 3:14
“Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a
multitude of sins.”
- 1 Peter 4:8
“No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends.”
- John 15:13
“For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
- Romans 8:38-39
“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I
have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
- John 13:34-35
“See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children
of God; and that is what we are.”
- 1 John 3:1a
“Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone
who loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does
not know God, for God is love. God’s love was revealed among us in this
way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through
him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent
his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved
us so much, we also ought to love one another.”
- 1 John 4:7-11
“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one
another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor.”
- Romans 12:9-10
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